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CONFIDENTIAL THE HAGUE 6042 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: NATO, MPOL, DPC, NL 

SUBJ: DUTCH REPRESENTATION AT DPC: STEMERDINK ON WAY OUT 

1 . IN PRESS BRIEFING BEFORE WHAT IS LIKELY TO BE HIS LAST 

DPC, DEFENSE MINISTER STEMERDINK REVEALED THAT THERE WILL BE FUNDS 
FOR THE PURCHASE IN 1978 OF REPLACEMENT FOR THE NEPTUNE ASW 
AIRCRAFT. THE ISSUE, WHICH HAS BEEN A HOT POTATO FOR SEVERAL 
YEARS, IS THUS LIKELY TO BE RESOLVED IN FAVOR OF DUTCH MAINTENANCCE 
OF ASW CAPABILITY. STEMERDINK'S ANNOUNCEMENT SHOWS HOW FAR THE 
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SOCIALIST CABINET OF PRIME MINISTER DEN UYL HAS COME SINCE 
THE TRIAL BALLOONS IN 1975 TO SHED THIS NATO TASK. 

2. STEMERDINK ALSO INDICATED THAT HE WILL MAKE A PLEA IN 
BRUSSELS TO LINK THE CURRENT NATO STUDIES ON TACTICAL NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS WITH A CANVASS OF POSSIBILITIES FOR BETTER CONVENTIONAL 
WEAPONS. THE PURPOSE WOULD BE TO MAXIMIZE RELIANCE ON IMPROVED 
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CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS AND TO LIMIT THE ROLE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS IN 
WESTERN EUROPE. 

3. STEMERDINK ALSO POINTED TO THE COST OF FORWARD BASING OF A 
SECOND BRIGADE IN GERMANY, COMMENTING THAT OTHER SOLUTIONS 
SUCH AS STORAGE OF MATERIEL IN THE FRG FOR USE BY 

FAST MOBILE UNITS WOULD BE MORE 
COST EFFECTIVE. 

4. COMMENT: THIS IS LIKELY TO BE STEMERDINK’S SWAN SONG AS DEFENSE 
MINISTER. THE CURRENT ANTICIPATION IN THE HAGUE, IN THE FACE 

OF TELESCOPING POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS, IS THAT A NEW CENTER-RIGHT 
GOVERNMENT WILL BE FORMED AND SWORN IN PERHAPS AS EARLY AS DECEMBER 
7. THE SOCIALISTS WOULD NOT BE PART OF THIS COALITION AND SOCIALIST 
MINISTERS STEMERDINK AND VAN DER STOEL WOULD BE OUT. IF THE 
NEW GOVERNMENT WILL NOT BE INSTALLED UNTIL WEDNESDAY, STEMERDINK 
IS EXPECTED NEVERTHELESS TO BE PRESENT PERSONALLY AT THE DPC. 

THE POLITICAL SCENARIO HERE, HOWEVER, MAY MOVE IN SUCH A WAY THAT 
STEMERDINK WILL NOT COME. IN THAT EVENT, PERM REP HARTOGH 
WILL STAND IN AND BE INSTRUCTED TO GIVE STEMERDINK'S VIEWS. 

MCCLOSKEY 
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